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The Interiors Handbook for Historic Buildings

From office building managers to house museum curators, there is widespread interest in the preservation of
historic buildings. While the exteriors of historic buildings have received attention in recent years, the artistic
and historical merit of interiors is now being recognized as equally important. Yet interiors are often subject
to modifications over the long life of a building and are particularly at risk in a rehabilitation for new use.
Since interior preservation is the most complex, least understood aspect of istoric presetvation, it is timely to
examine the function and value of historic interiors and ways to restore and rchabilitation them successfully,

The Interiors Handbook for Historic Buildings provides a compendium of information on interiors not
otherwise readily available. It incorporates many of the papers presented at the 1988 Interiors Conlerence
for Historic Buildings, as well as other current materials. The Handbook is divided into eight sections:
Planning; Architectural Features and Materials; Finishes and Accessories; Systems and Fixtures; Fire
Protection and Codes; Adaptive Reuse; Manufacturers, Sources and Literature; Bibliograpy. The Handbook
is designed to be used, expanded, updated, and personalized by its owner in response to a growing and
changing field.

The views and opinions of authors expressed herein do not necessarily state or reflect those of the Historic
Preservation Education Foundation (Foundation) or of the co-sponsoring organizations of this publication.
Neither the Foundation nor the co-sponsoring organizations make any warranty, expressed or implicd, or
assume any legal liability or responsibility for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information,
product, or process disclosed, or represent that its use would not infringe upon privately owncd rights.
Reference to any commercial product, process or service by trade name, trademark, manufacturer, or
otherwise, does not nccessarily constitute or imply endorsement or recommendation by the co-sponsoring
organizations of this Handbook.

Published 1988, Washington, D.C., by the Historic Preservation Education Foundation.

Portions of the Interiors Handbook are protected by copyright law. Inquiries about reprinting should be
addressed to The Historic Preservation Education Foundation, P.O. Box 27080, Central Station, Washington,
D.C. 26038-7080.
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